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7 springs distributed on two separated areas: 

– Nucleous oriental (3 springs)  

– Nucleous occidental (4 springs) 

 

Distribution 



Marc Normatiu: 

- Patronat de la Muntanya (1928)  

- Pla especial de protecció (1977) 

- Reserva de la Biosfera  (1978) 

- Parc Natural (1987) 

- Nou Pla especial de protecció (2009) 

- Ampliació Reserva de la Biosfera (2015)  



• Smaller than Pyrenean brook newt (Calotriton asper) 

 

• Differences on skink 

 

Morphology 



Dorsal pigmentation brown “chocolate” without a well defined dorsal 
line (yellow or pale) 

Ventrally translucent 

Narrow and “cylindrical” cloaca 

 

 

 

 

Morphology 



• Males with the front white 

• Without yellow spots 

Morphology 

• Males without white 
front 

• Often with yellow spots 

Occidental Oriental 



 

• Categorised as Critically Endangered 

• Area of occupancy less than 10km2 

• Change in water table, drying out of streams. 

• Estimated less than 1500 adults remaining in the wild.  

Threats 



PARC NATURAL – RESERVA DE LA BIOSFERA 



Site : Parc Natural i Reserva de la Biosfera del Montseny   

    (Barcelona, Spain) - (50.166,63 ha) 

Budget: 2.971.276 € - 60 % co-funded by EU 

Start: 01/10/2016 - End: 31/12/2020 

Coordinator:    - Diputació de Barcelona 

Partners:  - Diputació de Girona  

  - Generalitat Catalunya 

     - Forestal Catalana, SA  

  - Zoo de Barcelona 

  - Chester Zoo   

                  



Improve the conservation 

status of the Montseny newt 

and its riverine habitat 

General objective: 

Supporting 49 programmes 

summarised on 6 working groups 

1. Legislation 

 

2.Populations 

 

3. Hydrology 

 

4. Habitat 

 

5. Research 

 

6. Education 
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Latest news from the Working groups 2017-18 



Genetic Reservoir ex situ / Founders 

• Captured spring 2007 and 2010: 

• Two populations 

– Oriental 

• 6.6.0   

– Occidental 

• 5.5.0 

 

 

• Total: 11.11.0 

• Losts: From Oriental pop. 1.3.0 
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New Facilities at Torreferrusa 

• Increased Capacity 

• Separated Room for each population 



New Facilities at Torreferrusa 



Facilities for Montseny Newts at Barcelona Zoo 



Newly Built Breeding Facility 



Barcelona Zoo Interpretation Center 











Ex situ component Chester Zoo  



Chester Zoo: APOD 4 









Ex situ component Chester Zoo  

11.10 adult newts held.  
 
Reproduction already taken 
place. 
 
Produced 13 individuals since 
2017 



Meeting of Partners August 2018 



In The Field 

• Visit to Natural 

and re release 

populations. 

 

• Visit sites of 

habitat 

modifcation to 

restore streams.   

 



Research : Sperm 

• In progress: analysis of the sperm quality 

• Detected anomalies on sperm but seems to completely affect 
fertility  

• Detected motility in spermatzoa too 



Outcomes  

• Approval to begin trials of 
cleaning live foods for use 
in bio-secure facilities.  
 

• Investigate further 
husbandry actions to 
improve fertility and body 
condition of adult newts. 
Predominantly diet and 
lighting.   
 

• Transfer population 
management to ZIMS 
 

• Produce Best Practice 
Guidelines  

 

• Begin trials of producing clean live foods 
for feeding larvae whilst maintaining 
biosecurity 

• Start new species breeding colonies as 
trials for live food (Daphnia, Hyalella sp,  
Enchytraeus albidus …) 
 

• Investigate potential of varying water 
level as seasonal cycle as with 
temperature.  



Raising awareness and Education 



LifeTritoMontseny 
@LifeTrito 



First signs of released newts breeding 
in the wild! 



Thanks a lot for your attention 


